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It Took a Lot Longer, But 
I Finally Got a Red Ryder 

BB Gun, Just Like Ralphie!  

     Sometimes, you vaguely remember a 
story you’ve heard, but the details are really 
sketchy. The thought came to my mind from 
a comedian’s bit many years ago, where he 
painted a humorous picture that when you ar-
rive in Heaven, part of your reward is getting 
back everything you ever lost in life. Now, I 
know that’s not theologically correct, but the 
idea of being greeted by a pile of sunglasses 
and pens is kind of funny. Just to prove to my-
self I wasn’t imaging it, I Googled “When you 
get to Heaven, you get all the things back you 
ever lost in life,” and it turns out it was George 
Carlin on his 1986 HBO Comedy Special.
   Think about that preposterous premises for 
a moment. Just imagine it were true. Does 
something come to mind that you lost, which 
has signifi cant sentimental value, that you 
would love to have back? For me, one of the 
fi rst items I think of is my Daisy Model 102, 
Cub BB Gun. A vintage lever-action BB Gun, 
it was Daisy Outdoor Products’ smaller, more 
affordable alternative to the legendary 650-
shot Daisy Red Ryder BB Gun made famous 
by 9-year-old Ralphie in the beloved 1983 
holiday fi lm: A Christmas Story.  Unlike the 
bigger Red Ryder BB Gun with its wooden 
buttstock and forearm, the smaller Cub BB 
Gun had a wooden buttstock, however the 
forearm was simply part of the metal frame, 
which held 350 shots.
   Let me tell you how a Daisy Cub BB Gun 
came into my life. After fi nishing Kindergar-
ten at Fifth Street Elementary in Harrisburg, 
we moved across the Susquehanna River to 
New Cumberland in 1969, around the time 
my younger brother Craig was born. To ease 
my transition to our new home, my parents 
sent me to a nearby YMCA day camp for a 
week. Our daily activities included: swim-
ming, crafts, archery, and the BB Gun rifl e 
range. Each day, I would bring home my BB 
Gun target in my cherished U.S. Army sur-
plus canvas haversack to show my parents. 
To be honest, my BB Gun marksmanship 
skills were embarrassing. Out of the 10-shots 
they would give us for scoring, after a series 
of practice rounds, I was lucky if two or three 
even hit the 6-Inch by 9-Inch paper target. We 
were using Red Ryder BB Guns (a little over-
sized for my 6-year-old frame at the time), 
and when I demonstrated my fi ring tech-
nique to my dad using an imaginary BB Gun, 
he quickly assessed the problem. While I had 

Outdoor
Opportunities
By COL(Ret.) Grey D. Berrier II

My April 24 column shared the 
joy of fi nding a natural local 
culinary delicacy: morel mush-
rooms. For those who are not fa-
miliar with the species, this is a 
great close-up of a morel mush-
room I found growing on our 
property. Note how they almost 
appear like a wrinkly ice cream 
cone, defi nitely not like a tradi-
tional mushroom or toadstool.  

This is what an excellent 
harvest of morel mushrooms 
looks like and most morel 
hunters would be very proud 
of this valuable, tasty bounty. 
Note how the stems are hol-
low and if you could see up 
into the caps, they are hollow 
too. This is a good indicator 
you have found the correct 
species of fungi.  

Looking back on the fi rst six months of 2026 and where 
“Outdoor Opportunities” have taken us. In the midst of our 
current heat and humidity, it’s hard to remember back in 
February we had much different colder weather with sig-
nifi cant snowfalls. This captures the conclusion of an ex-
hilarating 9-mile cross-country excursion around PA State 
Game Land 150 in Pulaski with our German Shepherd Dog.  

I think our dog Saint loves 
camping and sleeping out 
in a tent as much as I do. 
As soon as he sees his bed 
in the tent, he’s ready to go 
to sleep. He was eagerly 
waiting for me to get up at 6 
AM on a late April morning 
and get going on our excur-
sion along the Susquehanna 
River. 

learned the fundamentals of responsible 
fi rearms handling, I was forced, like ev-
eryone else, to shoot right-handed. My 
dad clearly knew I was left-handed and 
would be much more comfortable and 
confi dent sighting and shooting a gun 
left-handed.
   I’m pretty sure my dad bought it at his 
favorite store, the original Shenk and 
Tittle Tittle Sporting Goods on Market Street in 

Harrisburg. Just before the 4th of July in 1969, 
he surprised me with a Daisy Cub BB Gun as 
a belated birthday present. It immediately be-
came one of my most prized possessions as 
dad instructed me on fi rearms safety, proper 
sight picture using iron buck-horn sights, 
and BB Gun rifl e marksmanship in our back-
yard and up at our nearby family property 
along the Susquehanna River. I quickly be-
came quite profi cient with the compact Cub 
BB Gun and felt very responsible, since dad 
permitted me to keep it stored in my closet, 
but I wasn’t allowed to load it or handle it un-
less he was with me. It was a major step for-
ward in maturity when I turned eight and dad 
trusted me to wander my maternal grandpar-
ent’s property in Miffl in County safely engag-
ing targets as I saw fi t to test my marksman-
ship skills. Old tin cans and pop cans, along 
with smaller bottle caps, were placed by safe 
backstops and riddled with shots.  I was con-
stantly reminded to practice safe fi rearms 
fundamentals, but unlike Ralphie Parker in A 
Christmas Story, I never had my mother, my 
teacher, or Santa Claus tell me, “You’ll shoot 
your eye out!”
   What brought this fl ood of memories to 
mind was a recent stroke of luck. At our 
POWA Annual Awards Banquet on May 
16, 2026; we had a series of basket raffl es. I 
bought a bunch of tickets (as a donation) and 
randomly put them in the 40+ buckets. To my 
surprise, I won fi ve baskets and one of them 
contained a classic 650-shot Daisy Red Ryder 
BB Gun. I had to wait over 5-decades longer 
than Ralphie, but I was now the proud owner 
of a Red Ryder! Like cursive writing, shooting 
a fi rearm or air gun with iron sights is a per-
ishing skill. I know adults who haven’t shot 
without a scope or red dot in decades. Every-
one should know how to use iron sights as 
a shooting fundamental and it is an absolute 
necessity, if you ever desire to hunt deer with 
a fl intlock rifl e in PA, since telescopic sights 
are prohibited during the Flintlock Muzzle-
loader Season. I’m going to enjoy shooting 
my new Red Ryder BB Gun and I’ll use it as 
a tool to instruct others on basic fi rearms 
safety and marksmanship. Maybe someday, 
I’ll come across another Daisy Cub BB Gun 
to replace my treasured loss! 
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Our son, our dog, and I took 
on the extensive remote dirt 
roads of the southern portion 
of the Allegheny National For-
est on May 9. We logged almost 
50-miles of winding forest roads 
through the “Land of Many 
Uses,” and had vast stretches 
completely to ourselves on an 
overcast, rainy day.  

The rains stopped and the skies cleared in the afternoon, permitting us to hike the trail from the 
Minister Creek Trailhead along PA-666 up the ridge to the Minister Valley Overlook. The excep-
tional view of the Minister Creek wilderness made the uphill, muddy trek worthwhile and beck-
oned us to come back at some point to tackle the entire 7-mile Minister Creek hiking trail loop.  

Friday morning, May 15, brought a kayak excursion on Cumberland County’s 
Conodoguinet Creek and the Susquehanna River with fellow members of the 
Pennsylvania Outdoor Writers Association during POWA’s 75th Anniversary Con-
ference. This photo from on the river captures the majestic domes of our PA State 
Capitol and the structure to the left with the round roof is our PA State Museum. I 
highly recommend all Pennsylvanians should visit both historic buildings at some 
point in their lives.  

Less than a half-mile from the PA/OH state line along US-224, scenic Quaker 
Falls are a natural marvel here in Lawrence County that every Weekly Bargain 
Bulletin reader should visit. Now a county park with ample parking and safe ac-
cess both above and below the falls, it is well-worth the trip for the scenic view, 
the relaxing sound, and the excellent photo opportunities.  

Lawrence County Parks & Recreation 
has made signifi cant improvements 
to Quaker Falls Recreation Area and 
the overlooks and boardwalks provide 
visitors with great safe viewing oppor-
tunities. This photo of my wife Mary, 
our son Grey, and I on the viewing 
platform down in the gorge frames 
spectacular Quaker Falls made by 
Falling Spring Creek on its way down-
hill to the Mahoning River.    

Back on June 7, I had the privilege 
of accompanying my sister Gayle on 
the 18-mile Tour de Belt bike ride 
around our state capital, Harrisburg. 
An annual event on the fi rst Sunday 
in June, the circular course takes 
riders through Harrisburg’s many 
parks and greenspaces. The high-
light was paralleling the Susque-
hanna River for several miles along 
Front Street with simultaneous spec-
tacular views of nature and historic 
architecture. A much more detailed 
account of the Tour de Belt will be 
coming up in the July 24 WBB edi-
tion.   
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